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CONSTITUTION. 



The elders and churches, in the South- 
ern District in Litchfield County, beinf 
sensible that there are benefits arising 
from that particular connexion in church-» 
es, for the purposes of ecclesiastical disci- 
pline, which accrue from the formation of 
Consociations, agreeably to what has been, 
for a long time, the usage of the churches 
in Connecticut, — Do mutually agree to 
form themselves into a Consociation, to be 
j^overned by the following Rules and Reg' 
Illations, viz : 

Article I. That there shall be a Con- 
sociation in said district, to consist of the 
Elder and one delegate from each church, 
for the purpose of mutual advice, assist- 
ance, and edification ; but not to claim 
any juridical power, right or authority, any 
farther than shaU, from time to time, be 
explicitly submitted to them, by the agree- 
mmt of thie parties concerned, in any mat- 



ter of difficulty or dispute, that may happen 
t# arise; except in case of an elder, as 
hereafter provided. 

Art. IL That no cases shall be admit- 
ted to have a hearing before the Consocia- 
tion, but those in which the first and sec- 
ond steps shall have previously been ta- 
ken, as directed in Mat. xviii. excepting, 
as in the fourth article. 

Art. III. It is the duty of ihe respec- 
tive churches to call to account and disci- 
pline their offending members: And all 
•members prosecuted in any particular 
church, and by them censured, shall have 
a right of appeal to the next Consociation: 
Provided such appeal be duly notified t# 
the church, or to their moderator, within 
eight days, next after the sentence of the 
church shall be rendered ; — which notifi- 
cation shall be sufficient notice to the 
church to appear by their delegate or com- 
mittee before said Consociation, accord- 
ingly ; which it shall be their duty to do, 
-—otherwise, the Consociation shall have 
power to proceed to a hearing, without 
their appearance. And said church shall 
furnish such appellant with all copies ne- 
cessary for the purpose of prosecuting his 
or her appeal. And if it be requested, by 
any offender, when prosecuted in any par- 



ticular church, he or she shall have a 
right (by the consent of the church) ^to an 
advisory counsel, to be mutually chosen by 
any such church and offender, previously 
to a hearing and judgment, by such 
church ; unless, by mutual consent of the 
parties, such case shall be immediately 
referred to the Consociation, 

Art. IV; If the body of a church shall 
]m guilty of heresy or scandal, an ag- 
grieved brother shall use his endeavors to 
have a church meeting regularly conve- 
ned ; at which meeting he shall lay before 
the church their apprehended errors; and, 
if they give not christian satisfaction, he 
shall regularly bring his complaint to the 
Consociation, who shall hear, judge, and 
advise thereupon. Or, if the church re- 
fuse to meet and hear such complaint, of 
an offended brother, he may directly, there- 
upon, bring his complaint to the Con- 
sociation. 

Art. V. If a Presbyter shall be guilty 
of heresy or scandal, an aggrieved broth- 
er, after having taken the requisite pre- 
vious steps, shall exhibit his complaint to 
the Association, and they, having looked 
into the matter, and having found suffi- 
cient cause for complaint, may and ought 
to bring it forward to the Consociation for 



their final adjudication: And if said Asso-- 
elation shajl refuse, he may complain di- 
rectly to the Consociation, who shall have 
power to hear, judge, and determine the 
same. 

Art. VI. The Presbyters and Dele- 
gates convened in Consociation, shall have 
power to determine decisively all ecclesi- 
astical affairs, submitted to their cogni- 
zance ; taking the word of God for their 
rule and direction. 

Art. VII. In the prosecution of offen- 
ders before the Consociation, the offender 
shall be served with a copy of the com- 
plaint and citation, specifying the time 
and place, and before whom, he or she is 
to appear, at least eight days before trial. 

Art. VIII. This Consociation shall 
choose a Moderator, Register, and Scribe; 
and shall either hold stated annual meet- 
ings, at a time and place agreed upon, or 
only occasional meetings, as emergencies 
may require ; or as they shall think it most 
conducive to the good of the churches : 
And, in annual meetings, the then present 
members of the Consociation, as well 
delegates of the churches, as the modera- 
tor and scribe, shall stand in the same ca- 
pacity till otbeft are chosen. 



Art. IX. In all meetings of this Con-^ 
seciation, when there is no special busi- 
ness depending, it shall be their duty to 
attend to cases of church discipline, mat- 
ters of conscience, and questions tending 
t© religious information, for the mutual 
benefit ^f the several churches. 

Art. X. In all acts of this Consocia- 
tion, nothing shall be allowed as a vote of 
the body, but where there is a major part 
of the Presbyters and a major part of the 
Delegates agreed. - 

Art. XI. No special meeting of this 
Consociation shall be considered legal, ad- 
journed meetings excepted, unless each 
church in the Consociation be notified in 
writing, by letters missive, — stating the 
object of the meeting, the time and place, 
with request that they attend with their 
Pastor, (if there be any,) and, if not, to 
. attend by their delegate. 

Art. XII. Upon any application made 
and subscribed by iive individual mem- 
bers of any of the consociated churches, to 
the moderator, petitioning ameetingof the 
Consociation, — stating the object and rea- 
sons ; the moderator is hereby empowered 
and directed to write to each particular 
church, stating the substance of the peti- 
tion, andby whonoL made, and request them 
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to attend by their Pastor and Delegate, at 
the time and place agreed on: The peti- 
tioners to be at the expense of conveying 
the letters, and making the provision for 
the consociational meeting: And provi- 
ded, that in case there should be no mod- 
erator, then the application to ^e made 
to two presbyters of the Consociation, in 
the mode and manner as above directed 
to be done by the moderator. And be it 
also further provided, that for the purpose 
of ordaining a Pastor elect, over any con- 
sociated church, — that church is hereby 
empowered to convene the Consociation 
by their own letters missive. 

Art. XIII. In every case, -when any of 
the churches, within the limits of this Con- 
sociation, shall call a man to settle with 
them, in the work of the gospel ministry, it 
shall be the duty of the candidate to ob- 
tain the approbation of the presbyters in . 
the Consociation, or their committee, pre- 
viously to his giving an answer in favor of 
settlement. And no church, in this Con- 
sociation, shall settle a Pastor among 
them, but at a legal meeting of the Conao- 
ciatiot), — and one who is examined and 
approved by them : Otherwise, he shall 
not thereby become a member of this Con- 
sociation ; as we conceive we have a right 



9 

to judge of his qualifications, and to be iju- 
strumental in his appointment, who is to 
become a judge over us. 

Art. XIV. Minutes of the acts and 
proceedings of this Consociation, shall be 
tak^n by the Scribe, and being attested by 
him, shall be transmitted to the Register, 
that they may be recorded. 

Art. XV. When any proposal shall be 
made for an alteration or amendment of 
this Constitution, it shall lie under consid- 
eration till a second meeting, and then, 
upon a vote of the majority of the mem* 
bers, within our limits, such alterations or 
amendments may be made. 
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COVENANT. 



ADOPTED IN CONVENTION, AT TflEIR SESSION, 
JUNE 3, 1328. 



conrrsftszor^r. 

Article L You believe, that there is 
>nly one true God, infinite, in holiness, 
justice, goodness ahd truth ; and that the 
mode of his existence is such, as lays a 
foundation for the threefold distinction of 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost; and that 
these are one, as well in essence, as in 
counsel. 

Deut 6, IT. Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is one 
Lord* Isa. 45, \, I am the Lord and there is none else ; 
there is no God besides me. Rev. 4, viii. Holy, holy, 
holy. Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to 
come. 1 John, 4, viii. God is love. Mat. 5, xlviii. Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in Heaven 
is perfect. Exo..S4, vi, vii. And the Lord passed by be- 
fore him and proclaimed. The Lord, the Lord God, mer- 
ciful and gracious, long suffering and abundant in good- 
ness and truth, keeping mercv for thousands, forgiving ini- 
t^uitj and transgression and sm, and that will by n(^ means 
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dear the guilty. 1 John, 5, iiu Baptiziog them in the name 
of the Father, Sooi and Holy Ghost. John, 1, i, iii. In the 
beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and 
the word was God. Heb. 1, Tiii. But unto the Son he 
saith. Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever ; a sceptre of 
righteousness, is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Acts 5, iii, 
IT. But ^eter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thy 
keart to lie to the Holy Ghost; thou hast not lied 
unto men, but unto God. Ps. 90, ii. Phil. 2, i, ri, xii. 
Acts, 13, ii, it. Mat. 28, xiz. 2 Cor. 13, xir. 

Art. II. You believe that the scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testaments were 
given by inspiration of God, and are a per- 
fect rule of faith and practice. 

2 Tim. .S, xvi. All scripture is gi^en by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness. 2 Peter, 1, xxi. 
For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man; 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost. Mat. 22. xxix. Ps. 119, cv. Luke 24, 
xxvii, xliv, xlv. John 5, xxxix. Isa. 8, xx. Gal. 1, viii. 

Art. III. You believe that God made 
all things by the word of his power, and 
that in his righteous providence, he over- 
rules them in subservience to his own glo- 
ry and the highest good of the universe. 

Neh. 9, vi. Thou, even thou, art Lord alone ; thou hast 
nade heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, 
the earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all 
that is therein, and thou pre$>ervest them all ; and the host 
of heaven worshippeth thee. Mat. 19, xxix, xxx. Are not 
two sparrows sold for a farthing ? and one of them shal! 
not fall on the ground without your Father. But the 
very hairs of your head are all numbered. Ps. lOS, xix. 
The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens, €md 
hU Kingdom rvUth over dU, Ps. 145, xv, xvi. The eyes 
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or all wifit upon thee, anil thou giTeet them their meat in 
«lue season. Thou openesf thine hand and satisficst the 
desire of every living thing. Acts 2, xxiii. Acts 4, xxvii. 
xxviii. Eph. 1, xi. Isa. 45, vii. Isa. 46, xvi. Prov. 
It* iv* Heb. 6, xvii. Ps. Sd,xi. 

Art. IV. You believe that God erc- 
ated man holy and upright, but that, in 
consequence of the apostacy of Adam, all 
jxien are by nature in a fallen state, desti- 
tute of holiness and children of wrath, and 
cannot be restored to the divine favor with- 
out an atonement for sin. 

Gen. 1, xxvi, xxvii. And God said, let us make man in 
#ur image, aAer our iilteness ; so God created man in his 
•wn image; in the image of God created he him; male 
and female created he them. Ecc. 7, xxix. Lo, this oolj 
have I found, that God made man upright. Bom. 5, xii. 
Therefore as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned. Gen. 6, .v. And God saw thnt the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil con- 
tinually. John 3, vi. That which is born of the flesh, is 
flesh. Rom. 8, vi, vii, viii. For tp be carnally minded is 
death ; because the carnal mind is enmity against God ; 
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can 
be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
Heb. 9. xxii. And without shedding of blood is no remis- 
sion. Ps. 14, i, ii, iii. Eph. £, iii. Rom. 3, ix to xviii. 
Acts 4, xii. 

Art. V. You believe, that Jesus Christ, 
hj his sufferings and death, has made a 
sufficient atonement for the sins of the 
world, so that now, God can be just and 
the justifier of him which belieretk in 
Jmu8. 
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John 1, xiv. xxix. And the word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us. Behold the Lanob of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world ! 1 John 2, ii And he is the 
propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world. Rom. 5, Tiii. While we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Rev. 5, ix. Thou 
wast slain and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, out 
of every kindred and tongue and people and nation. 1 
Pet. 1, xviii to xx. Phil. £, vi to viii. 1 Tim. 3, xvi. 
Mat. 26, xxviii. 

Art. VI. You believe, that notwith- 
standing the moral corruption of our race, 
all men are free and accountable agents ; 
that the invitations of the gospel are ad- 
dressed indiscriminately to them all ; and 
that all, who perish under its light, periiih 
by voluntarily rejecting its offer of eternal 
life. 

Josh. 24, XV. Choose you this day whom ye will serve. 
Rom. 14, xii. Every one shall give account of himself to 
God. Rev. 22, xvii. Whosoever will, let him take of the 
water of life freely. Isa. 45, xxii. Look unto mn and be 
ye saved, all the ends of the earth. Luke 14, xvii, xviii. 
Come, for all things are now ready. And they all with 
one consent began to make excuse. John 5, xl. And ye 
will not come to me, that ye might have life. Hos. 13, ix. 
O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself. Ezek. 18, xxx, xxxi. 
Mark 16, xv, xvi. 

Art. VII. You believe, that in order 
to acceptance with God, the sinner must 
be renewed in the temper of his mind ; 
that this change is wrought by the Holy 
Spirit through the instrumentality of truth, 
and in perfect consistency with the free- 
2 
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dom of the creature ; and that while all, if 
left to themselves, would voluntarily con- 
tinue in sin, the spirit, according to the 
eternal purpose of God, inclines the sinner 
to exercise repentance toward God and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 

John 8, V. Jesus answered, verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, except a man be born of water and of the spirit, he 
cannot enter into- the kingdom of God. 1 Cor. 4, xv. For 
in Christ Jesus 1 have begotten you, through the Gospel. 
ft Thess. 2 xiii. But we are bound to give thanks always to 
God, for you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation, through 
sanctification of the spirit and belief of the truth. £zek. 
80, XXVI, xxvii. Eph. 1, iii to v. Tit. 3, v. 

Art. VIII. You believe, that the law 
of God demanding perfect holiness of 
heart and life, is binding on all men, and 
that though complete sanctification is not 
attained in the present state, the fruits of 
regeneration will be exhibited in acts of 
practical godliness. 

John 15, viii, xii, xiv. Herein is my Father glorified, that 
ye bear much fruit ; so shall ye be my disciples. This is 
my commandment, that ye love one another, even as I 
have loved you. Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever 
I command you. Pure religion and undeiilcd before God 
and the Father is this ; To visit the fatherless and widows 
in their afflictions, and to keep himself unsfiotted from the 
world. 2 Cor. 7, i. Having therefore these promises, dear- 
ly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the 
flesh and spirit, perlecting holiness in the fear of God. 
Mat. 10, xxxvii, xxxviii. James 8, xvii, 2 Cor. 1 xii. 
Mic. 6, Tiii. Josh. 1, viii. 
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Art. IX. You believe, that the soul, 
once made partaker of renewing grace, 
will never be permitted to fall away, so as 
finally to perish, but will be kept by the 
power of God, through faith unto sal- 
vation. 

Jer. 81, iii. Yea I loved thee with an everlasting love ; 
therefore with loving kindness have 1 drawn thee. Job 
17, ix. The righteous also shall hold on his way, and he 
that hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger. Phil. 
1. vi. Being confident of this very thing, that he which 
hath begun a good work in you, will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ. John 10, xxvii, xxviii, xxix. Rom. 

S, XXX. 

Art. X. You believe, that any number 
of christian believers, organized accord- 
ing to the Gospel, constitutes a Church of 
Christ; the special ordinances of which, 
are baptism and the Lord's Supper ; the 
former to be administered to believers and 
their households.. 

Rom. 16, iv, v. Unto whom not only I give thanks, but 
also to all the Churches of the Gentiles. Likewise greet 
the Church that is in their house. Acts. 16, xxxiii. And 
he took them the same hour of the night, and washed 
their stripes ; and was baptized, he and all his, straight- 
way. Acts 16, XV. And she was baptized, and her house- 
hold, &.C. 1 Cor. 1, xvi. 

Art. XI. You believe, that at the end 
of time the Lord Jesus Christ will de- 
scend from heaven to raise the dead and 
judge the world; that then there will be 
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no further state of probation ; and _ that 
the righteous will be received into life 
eternal, and the wicked will go away into 
everlasting punishment. 

1 Thes. 4, zvi. For the Lord himselfshall deicend from 
heaTen with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God ; and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first. 1 Cor. 15, 52. In a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump, for the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised, incorruptible, and we shall be chan- 
ged. Acts 17, xxxi. Because he hath appointed a day in 
the which he will judge the world in righteousness, by that 
man whom he hath ordained. Rom. 14, x. For we shall 
all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. Eccles. 9, x. 
WhatsoeTcr thy hand findeth to do, dm it with thy might, 
for there is no unyrk, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom 
in the grave, whither thou goest. Ps. 9, XTii. The wicked 
shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget 
God. Mat. £5, xlvL And these shall go away into ever- 
lasting punishment, but the righteous into life eternal. 
Mat. £5, xxxiT. and x. 



OOTrSXrASTT. 

Convinced of your guilt, and professing unfeigned 
repentance for your sins, and an humble reliance on 
Jesus Christ for pardoa and eternal life, you do now 
in the presence of God and this assembly, seriously 
and forever give up yourselves to God the Father the 
Son and the Holy Ghost, avouching the Lord Jeho- 
vah to be your God ; Jesus Christ to be your Prophet, 
Priest and King; and the Holy Ghost your Sanctifier, 
Comforter and Guide. You promise, divine grace 
assisting you, to receive in love the pure doctrines of 
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the gospel ; to walk in the statutes and ordinances of 
the Lord, and to adorn your high and holy vocation 
by a life of piety towards God, and of benevolence 
towards your fellow men. 

You do also cordially join yourselves to this Church 
of Christ, engaging to submit to its discipline till regu- 
larly dismissed therefrom ; — to promote its edification, 
purity and peace, — to walk with and watch over its 
members in Christian love: to observe the Sacra- 
ments of the New Testament ; to sanctify the Lord's 
day, to attend upon the public worship of the sanctu- 
ary, and as far as consistent upon the stated and occa- 
sional meetings t>f the Church; and to discharge al 
those duties by which God may be glorified, and the reli- 
gion of the Bible extended and established among men. 

You enter into these solemn engagements in humble 
dependence on the grace of God, and with an affect- 
ing belief that your vows are recorded on high, and 
will be reviewed in the day of final Judgment. 

To this covenant you give your cordial consent. 

We then as a Church do cordially receive you into 
our fellowship and communion, and give thanks to 
God, who, we trust, has inclined your heart to fear 
his name. We promise to treat you with Christian 
affection ; to watch over you with tenderness, and to 
offer our prayers to the great Head of the Church, to 
enable you to fulfil the solemn covenant which you 
have now made. 

The Lord bless you, and keep you ; the Lord make 
his face shine upon you, and be gracious unto you ; the 
Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you 
peace ; — make you perfect in every good work to do 
his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in 
his sight, through Jesus Christ ; to whom be glory for- 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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